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Documents 
shed light 

on gains by 
N. Koreans 


Russian missile secrets 
ended up in Pyongyang 
despite American efforts 


BY JOBY WARRICK 


A few months after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, a group of 
American investors and Russian 
scientists struck a deal to begin 
marketing one of the crown jewels 
of Moscow’s strategic arsenal: an 
entire family of missiles designed 
for launch from submarines. 

Up for sale were powerful mis- 
siles called “Calm” and “Ripple,” 
built to lob heavy warheads into 
space from a barge or a submarine 
tube, and a new model called 
“Surf” that could be rolled off the 
side ofaship and fired straight out 
of the water. The idea of the joint 
venture, as one of its U.S. partners 
wrote in early 1993, was to link 
American satellite companies to a 
top Russian weapons laboratory 
to “convert potentially threaten- 
ing submarine missiles into 
peaceful space boosters.” 

The Americans quickly ran 
aground on a series of legal and 
bureaucratic barriers, but the 
Russians forged ahead with anew 
partner willing to pay cash for 
Soviet military technology: North 
Korea. More than two decades 
later, some of the Soviet designs 
are reappearing, one after an- 
other, in surprisingly sophisticat- 
ed missiles that have turned up on 
North Korean launchpads over 
the past two years. Now, newly 
uncovered documents offer fresh 
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IRS upends 
the rush 

to prepay 
taxes 


BY PETER JAMISON, 
JEFF STEIN 
AND PATRICIA SULLIVAN 


People across the United States 
rushed this week to pay their 2018 
property taxes early, hoping to 
take advantage one last time of a 
federal deduction that will be 
scaled back under the tax-code 
overhaul signed by President 
Trump. 

On Wednesday, however, the 
Internal Revenue Service an- 
nounced that those prepayments 
could be deducted only in limited 
circumstances, a decision that ap- 
peared to invalidate many taxpay- 
ers’ efforts and raised the prospect 
that local governments could 
come under pressure to refund 
millions of dollars. 

The announcement stoked con- 
fusion surrounding one of the 
most controversial elements of the 
tax law — a $10,000 cap on deduc- 
tions for state and local taxes that 
will disproportionately affect 
higher-tax, Democratic-leaning 

TAXES CONTINUED ON A2 
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‘T WANE IT TO STOP’ 


essica Newburn saw his text ap- 

pear just as she turned on her 

phone that fall morning at 5:54, 

and with the message came relief. 
Her best friend was still alive. 

“I don’t know whether I should 
thank you or hate you for getting my 
brother? wrote Ruben Urbina, a 
floppy-haired honor-roll student who, 
at 15, was so slight that he looked 
more like a middle-schooler. 

The night before, on Sept. 14, Ru- 
ben had attempted to hang himself, 
and now he was trying to describe it to 
Jessica. 

‘Tm just more worried about the 
experience I felt before I was about to 
pass out,” he continued. “I never felt 
anything like that. I was in the most 
panicked state ever.” 

The two lived in the same Northern 
Virginia townhouse complex, just 12 
doors down from each other. They’d 
met two years earlier attending PACE 
West, a Prince William County school 
that helps kids with emotional dis- 
abilities, and they’d bonded over the 


When a Va. teen 
found life unbearable, 
he called police with 
a chilling threat 


BY JOHN WoopROow Cox 


FAMILY PHOTO 


Honor-roll student Ruben 
Urbina, 15, suffered from 
depression and anxiety. “PI 
try again some other day,” he 
told a friend after an attempt 
to kill himself. 


torment that led them there: anxiety, 
depression, self-harm. At a time when 
American teenagers are killing them- 
selves at historic rates — with nooses, 
pills and, increasingly, guns — they 
became essential to each other’s sur- 
vival. 

Ruben, a sophomore, had especial- 
ly struggled in the three weeks since 
their return to school from summer 
break. Jessica, a junior, spotted cuts 
on his arm and confronted him, but 
he wouldn’t talk about it. 

Right before he tried to hang him- 
self, they had a fight and he lashed 
out, insisting in a series of texts that 
he didn’t want to see her anymore. 
Amid the anger, though, he also 
voiced his despair. 

“Tve had all these thoughts pile up 
in my head now that I can’t even think 
anymore,” Ruben wrote. “I want it to 
stop.” 

“Are you okay?” responded Jessica, 
16, because she knew where those 
thoughts could take him. He had 
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Where have all the original plays gone? 


BY PETER MARKS 


surely as the dodo. 


Three of those four nominat- 


NEW YORK — In June, four origi- 
nal dramas by highly regarded 
playwrights vied for the Tony 
Award for best play of the Broad- 
way season. Three months later, 
all four were gone. 

Their truncated lives reflect 
an imbalance that has all but 
eradicated a once thriving cat- 
egory of American entertain- 
ment: the commercial new 
Broadway play. For decades, the 
theaters of Broadway — now 
numbering 41 — were the mon- 
eymaking breeding ground for 
these plays. But what was once 
the rule on Broadway is now the 
rare exception. And the tradi- 
tional for-profit, new Broadway 
play is disappearing almost as 


ed new plays — “Indecent” by 
Paula Vogel, “Sweat” by Lynn 
Nottage and Lucas Hnath’s “A 
Doll’s House, Part 2” — were 
brought to Broadway by com- 
mercial producers; the fourth, 
and eventual Tony winner, J.T. 
Rogers’s “Oslo,” ran under the 
auspices of the nonprofit Lin- 
coln Center Theater. Despite 
stellar reviews and placements 
on all manner of top-10 lists, 
none lasted more than 172 per- 
formances, and one closed after 
amere 105. Even a mediocre 
musical easily laps that. 

This season is looking bleak- 
er. Five original plays have 
opened thus far, three of them 
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Customers wait in line to purchase show tickets at the Theatre 
Development Fund TKTS booth in Manhattan’s Times Square. 
As musicals take over, playwrights no longer aim for Broadway. 


Attack 
on Flynn 
as a liar 
readied 


TRUMP TEAM GIRDS 
FOR ACCUSATIONS 


Strategy would veer from 
president’s statements 


BY CAROL D. LEONNIG 


President Trump’s legal team 
plans to cast former national se- 
curity adviser Michael T. Flynn as 
a liar seeking to protect himself if 
he accuses the president or his 
senior aides of any wrongdoing, 
according to three people familiar 
with the strategy. 

The approach would mark a 
sharp break from Trump’s previ- 
ously sympathetic posture toward 
Flynn, whom he called a “wonder- 
ful man” when Flynn was ousted 
from the White House in Febru- 
ary. This month, the president did 
not rule out a possible pardon for 
Flynn, who is cooperating with 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller 
III’s investigation into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. 

Attorneys for Trump and his 
top advisers have privately ex- 
pressed confidence that Flynn 
does not have any evidence that 
could implicate the president or 
his White House team. But since 
Flynn’s cooperation agreement 
with prosecutors was made public 
earlier this month, the adminis- 

TRUMP CONTINUED ON A14 


Kushner files: Prosecutors seek 
records on a $285 million loan. A4 


GOP rivalries 


may play out 
again in Miss. 
Senate race 


BY SEAN SULLIVAN 
AND MICHAEL SCHERER 


Mississippi’s 2018 U.S. Senate 
race is poised to be the next 
possible front in the fight be- 
tween rival wings of the Republi- 
can Party, a campaign that could 
test how the GOP’s populist and 
establishment forces engage in 
the aftermath of this month’s 
bitter Alabama contest. 

If state Sen. Chris McDaniel, 
the hard right’s top recruit for 
the seat, decides to challenge 
Sen. Roger Wicker (R), he will be 
up against the incumbent’s well- 
funded allies and President 
Trump, who has pledged Wicker 
his support. 

Those dynamics could trigger 
a broad intraparty clash such as 
the one that played out in Ala- 
bama, where the GOP lost a 
Senate seat for the first time in a 
quarter-century. 

But Mississippis insurgent 
faction faces brisk head winds in 
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Power split: GOP woos Democrats 
for control of Virginia House. B1 
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Bomb in St. Petersburg The explosion of a 
homemade device at a Russian supermarket 
was labeled attempted murder. A8 


More climate change effects? Researchers 
are trying to predict how global warming 
could drive more migrants to Europe. A3 
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THE NATION 

A security robot 
intended to clean up the 
streets of San Francisco 
became the bad guy 
instead of the hero. A3 
The Islamic State 
released a video in 
which a man with an 
American accent urged 
Muslims to take advan- 
tage of U.S. gun laws. A4 
A Wisconsin man 
vying for House Speaker 
Paul D. Ryan’s seat was 
denounced by Breitbart 
News after tweeting 
anti-Semitic 
statements. A15 
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THE WORLD 
The world’s 500 


wealthiest people got 
$1 trillion richer in 
2017, a report said. A9 
The Syrian govern- 
ment permitted several 
civilians to be evacuated 
from a besieged suburb 
and taken to Damascus 
for treatment. A11 

A pardon and an early 
release from prison for 
former Peruvian presi- 
dent Alberto Fujimori 
have angered many in 
the country. A11 


THE ECONOMY 
President Trump is 
expected to unveil tough 
new trade penalties 
against China early next 
year. A12 


One hundred private 
landowners with the 
largest holdings in the 
United States possess an 
area nearly equivalent to 
New England. A12 

Is bitcoin a bubble? 
The “blockchain” craze 
is just one piece of evi- 
dence pointing to 

yes. A13 


THE REGION 

After learning that he 
has a predisposition to 
develop deadly stomach 
cancer, a Silver Spring 
man decided to have his 
stomach removed. B1 
The new Museum of 
the Bible clearly empha- 
sizes the story of the 
Jewish people. So why 
are some Jews so skepti- 
cal? B1 


Dance students in Vir- 
ginia are trying to keep 


INSIDE 


their undocumented 
immigrant instructor, 
who has had troubles 
with the law, from being 
expelled. B1 

A bill filed by a con- 
gressman from Virginia 
would require the Dis- 
trict to pay more of its 
Medicaid costs, which 
would cause what city 
officials described as 
devastating cuts in pro- 
grams for its most vul- 


STYLE 

The catalyst 

Harvey Weinstein wasn’t 
first or alone. So how did 
he set the #MeToo fire? C1 


LOCAL LIVING 
We’ll be back 
The section has the 
holidays off and will 
return on Jan. 4. 


nerable residents. B1 
The FBI won't take over 
the probe into the slay- 
ing of a Baltimore detec- 
tive, saying there is no 
evidence his death was 
related to pending testi- 
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mony in a corruption 
case. B2 
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